Study 34

Jesus has no time for hypocrisy

Read Mark 12v35-44

In Chapter 10, verses 48 & 49, we see Jesus answering to the name Son of David. In verses 35 & 36 He is referring to Himself and who He is.

The long expected Christ

The Jews expected the Christ (the Son of David) to be like David. They expected him to be a monarch, to have a government and to save them from their enemies. But David himself in the Old Testament had said that Jesus would be far greater than he could ever be. He would be the Lord. He would not only be the Son of David but the Son of God. David's reign would come to an end but Jesus' reign would last for ever.

As the angel told Mary before Jesus was born, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God...for nothing is impossible with God" (Luke 1: 35 & 37)...He will be great and be called the Son of the

Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David and He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end"

(Luke 1:32).


The religious leaders are thus silenced by Jesus and the crowds are delighted.

The false teachers

Jesus then warns the people against the false teachers of religion who were proud of their outward appearance and who pretended to be followers of God. Being seen to be good by others is of no use to God if all it is is pretence and mere hypocrisy. God is interested in the heart, not in outward actions alone. He will judge us accordingly.

The generous woman

In verses 41-44 Jesus again reveals that He knows what is in the heart of a man or woman (see John 2:25). As He looks at the rich people giving out of their wealth to God, He is struck by the woman who gives out of her poverty. God has no need of our riches but He wants us to give ourselves to Him. He searches and knows our hearts (Psalm 139:1).

Time to think

1.
What does God see in your heart?

2.
In what ways is Jesus greater than David?

